mint

NEWS

V4

TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 2020

03

CHENNAI

FMCG companies run into logistics troubles - As institutes shut,
classes go online
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challenge for FMCG compa-
nies is to resume production
and deal with the shortage of
manpower,” said Nitin Gupta,
analyst, FMCG, SBI Caps.

Several FMCG companies
said they have temporarily sus-
pended or scaled back opera-
tions. However, production has
resumed at some ofthe plants.
Companies said production
capacities are at 20-40%.

Last week, Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd said operationsin
several locations were scaled
downorshut down. However,
the company said it is seeing
some progress on the ground.
“Some factories have received
permission to manufacture
essential hygiene products, at
reduced capacity,” said Vivek
Gambhir, MD and CEO. The
company isstill facing a signifi-
cantshortage of trucks

The home ministry order
alsoauthorized the transporta-
tionofall goods, without distin-
guishing them asessentialand
non-essential, as it moves to
ease the flow of goods to mil-

-

Movement of products remains restricted because of the paucity
of trucks and restricted movement due to the lockdown. PTI

lions of Indians stuck at home
during the 2I-day lockdown
acrossthe country.

“We have commenced pro-
duction of Ayurvedic medici-
nes to meet the demand. We
havealready got the approvals
in place and will be restarting
production of our hygiene
products, including sanitisers
and hand wash, over the com-
ingdays.” said Shahrukh Khan,
Dabur India Ltd’s executive
director of operations. Dabur
had announced a temporary
suspension of 60%of its manu-
facturing unitsin India.

However, there is still an
acute shortage of workersas a
large section of them have left
cities for homes. “The number
of workers reporting to facto-
riesand distributor locations s
still very low because of the
social pressure and safety con-
cerns. People are facing many
difficulties in transportation,
with a significant shortage of
trucks,” said Gambbhir.

Nobel Hygiene needs a
skilled workforce to carry out
tasks, said Johari. “Right now,
only 20% of our manpower is
available as we cannot force

people tocometowork though
we have told them that we are
in the essential goods cate-
gory,” he said.

According to Sachin Hari-
tash, founder and CEO of
Mavyn, adigital trucking plat-
form, renowned companies
work with logistics firms who
have theirown fleet. Amid the
lockdown, drivers of these
established transport compa-
nies have abandoned vehicles
and left for their home towns.
“On the other hand, with a
business model like Mavyn, the
company has beenable to place
almost 30-35 vehicles pan-In-
dia,” Haritash claimed.

Meanwhile, in the backdrop
of workers fleeing cities, infra-
structure and construction
giant Larsen & Toubro Ltd said
it will support 160.000 of its
contract workers during the
lockdown, setting aside 3500
crore every month. L&T isalso
donating Y150 crore towards
the PM CARES fund.

Nandita Mathur from New
Delhi and Jayshree P. Upadhyay

Sfrom Mwmbai contributed to this

story.
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poor connectivity. “I came
hometoSikkim 10 daysagoand
we started online classesimme-
diately. But the internet con-

they were asked to return
home. And it's unlikely they’ll
be back in the physical class-
room for the next six months.
Microsoft Teams, Chatbox,
Zoom, Google Meet, Skype and

nectivity is so poor that I can | Blackboard are the newtoolsof
barely hear what teaching.
my professorsare  For students who For students

saying.” says hadtoreturnto keeping up with
Urmila H.. an  theirhometowns classesinadiffer-
undergraduate within India ent time zone,
student of psy- internet ; routines have
chology at a col- G gone for a toss.
lege in Bengaluru. connectivity is Rishanth Patre,

Doing group achallenge anundergraduate

assignments is
also a challenge.
Shivanka Gautam, aliberal arts
student at Flame University in
Pune, saysstudentsare graded
for class participation.

“Now that we do not have
classes, looks like we will be
assessed only onassignments,”
shesays.

Most students, whether in
India or abroad, were just six
monthsinto the semester when

student at the
School of Busi-
ness in Boston University, is
preparing for hissecond term
examinations next week.

“My classes beginat 5.30pm
andend at 3am. So breakfast is
atllamand lunchonlyat 4pm.
Then Iam back for the online
classes. Itis stressful and chal-
lenging to study so much
online, but there’s no other
choice,” he said.



